77

\\

_Xr/ X
-IXr/S
L\IIN-I
Llous

2017, k™Y x <

X

L ASY






L Lottt eeeee ettt e TSl xs X gl x| s
L Bttt ettt reee ettt ettt eneee et eeer et e erenens] XY X L X 11X 120 D x L, s X s
2 ettt eee ettt eeene et s T S X T 2% L]

<Y< RO X oo T4 v L T ke kT, 52 k3T X
B oo Xow s 11 Dol X €7 s TS24 p 47 4
B Qe s X Dx sx 4 i 205 41,411
B ettt oeeee ettt ettt eeee et s T X x 134 x|
B Do eeee e GCIESAY p Al s x b s L3l d.x 40X
B Lo eee e A4 5Ly st o s .x 1. 3.2s.%«

B Berreeeeeeeeemeeee e ettt enen ettt CFY s 4. XL 43 3x 4, x

<y AU ORUORTURNY (R LD S SN N IS SRS S B S s N S
D Lottt ettt ree et n et (F1 ") X" X 1 8SF L X«
0 Tttt ettt ettt ALy TwSs <4378 L Xx.x
0 Lttt ettt eeeee sttt e et enet et n et ee et ere e, S

L 02 ettt eeee ettt ettt A T T I
L 0.3ttt ettt reeet et n et bl _ves 4. x ML s 418 x
L L Lot eet ettt eeee ettt r s X AX DX, oS

L 2 B e v » w05 X 14 X3 4%s RS

R SR SRR IR N SR B C R SR I SRR I



L1 4 2 e RDoes oy x o] 4 S/ 4 T 40X
SR NSO X usipx L x T s

L Do = TEx 1 17

SRR N Se POLY b L% B 2% x I

SRR Ao RTRIRTRE SN SR JE - S A
R A T bdd e e b 41 w1 LB XX s
R 2 S LY X L X x5 dse 4 1T A BYdcT 4 4 s
R T XY X L XD T R SYRKS XK x{ ] " SX L. W 1 X
L 8.5 LY X Lx X, i ls @A X s AT
SR SO LY XX XL, T Tos 5. 3% Lxmx
D L2 X T X FEEIDEOEI) T . AL 1564414 %x s
2 2 B A Y X U X T Us A T XERA T X I
R VX 44 s, Xed Tx 4.0 FDx1xG
2 2 8o Dx s 4 x 41X e dEIss (X SEY I _q
2 3.8 .S oo XL X x sk I is o x Ay XY A4RS XL
73N I T N N S, A S I
2 B oo I S R T LR LTy SO S NPT
I N 71 L enS 1N d L AFE X DX s
3T N bd Tes T X AN X4 x4 TV 6. .x 4 X

~

27 Bttt reeee e LX e T L XL X XSS AL X .

72 T TP TPRE S BN SEPR  le ML R S N I R O
73 T -SRI S B SRR« S

y 2 IR TS b X T DXL x o X T x8hs 1.8
72 I 0 OO 1 -8 x1

2 0 kel -8, 2



3 02— k.1 x "8 .5 . X
3 0 Bt R



X . 8 LI N T 7 N I 1 x> 4., X .o ]
CH v s 1 L ix g oA A e S TR R A
S X, x X ]y "X :|,\-|><s>sxsl-|sss>5é’“-|JFs|;,4 L 1Y .

LX) TX L XX X (g L X A ) LS, X TR e %

s X 4 Xy < ‘_“XX|~ 14 XY . vas455'1\,,|_xj¢-|\

> v

X v, (b SET RSO BT ). X" % s xeesl g G S KR U5 x|

T N B N S N G £ B R L AR s T R TR

x X on 4 X s DX s X S S, . od X x, 41 ys | =l q
. DX X s | x 7 T v e se S K H]T XS Y], X]SSS T, X |
X LY s XTI Xp{qS] e L Tpx s € fxs, T xy |

i . b “ 4w X X L L X
q o 5 q . X x | x . q 1+« .~ « . 5 ] 1 "s {1y x | X X ,,

S A4T$ 4T % b es T4 Tds s q . DX
Do I X w1 4 xs s s XX Dy b e % G H S A x XX

X X Fr XL %4 L FoXX"XXS D SX y X% 1" s s, X X

~ 1 A ~ ~

~ v >>

L

] C) XA s S KT X X X % ] X XXEfs 0 s x X s x|

. X on ] x L N o S X v s UL Xy A S L K






Abstract

The Bible stories are ahbnd with references to domestic beasts, but in spite of this
abundance, the literary function of those beasts as part of the plot seems insigaifidast,
thus generally ignoreih research. Nevertheless, a more protbixamination of several
biblical episodes can show that those references exceed the normal expectancy, and the beast
appears to be one of the protagorniist®, for example, the camels in Rebecca's betrothal story
(Gen. 247 18 references), the sheepimdob and Laban st3@i45esd <cyc
references) and mor e. Not only that, but one
is theirmentionthat is puzzling so, for exampleThe allegededundantnention of the donkey
in theAgedahepisode:fistay herewith the donkeyo (Gen. 22:5),00 o s e p h 6 ©ddlcareot her s
about their donkeys, above:d@ s o t hat he may seek occasion ag

make slaves of usnd seize our asséqGen. 43:18), and more.

The current study aims to suggest a new explanation for the above mentioned phenomenon,
which can beexpressedbriefly as suchDomestic beasts were perceivedr@gresenting the
inner essence of the human bein@nd so the exceptional references to beadtse biblical
literature function as a literary mesato express abstracbnceptssuch as essence, identity,
values and so on terms that did not exist, as we know, in the ancient world in general and

especially in the Bible.

This explanation is based on two foundations; one is biblical, the other is anthropological:
The biblical foundation is rooted in the ideological infrastructhiagexists both in the creation
narratives and in the Pentateuch laws of sacrifice: In both, the nsldiEiween human and
beast are relations betweequivalent subjects, and the beastainly the domesticated orns,
even perceived aswacarious subject( as sur pri singly manifested ir
stories of the Pentateuch: The serpent ot Bd and Bal aamdés |jenny). Tt
foundation is rooted in the wethown phenomenon in that field, whereby native and tribal
cultures (until nowadays!) acknowledge kinship relations between humans and all sorts of
animals.The aforemeesieonhadi Oneponceptd may shed r
biblical episodes, and maybe even on some texts of the aiganEastern literature which

can be explained similarly.
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A oracle sought; Rebekka struggles in 25: 19-34+
childbirth; bekhorah-birth-right;
birth; themes of strife, deception,
and fertility

B interlude; strife; deception; berakhah- 26
blessing; covenant with foreigner
C deception; berakhah stolen; fear of 27-28:9

Esau; flight from land

D evening encounter with divine beings 28:10-22
at sacred site, near border; berakhah

E internal cycle opens; arrival; kisses; 29
Laban at border; wages; deception

Rachel barren: Leah fertile

Rachel fertile; Jacob breeds the herds

E' internal cycle closes; departure; kisses; 31
Laban at border; wages; deception

D! evening encounter with divine beings at 32
sacred sites, near border; berakhah

C! deception planned; fear of Esau; 33
berakhah-gift returned; return to land

B! interlude; strife; deception; 34
covenant with foreigner

A! oracle fulfilled; Rachel struggles in 35:1-22 -

childbirth: berakhah; death; resolutions
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